
Because we were slaves.

As you prepare for 
Passover, please 

consider the Jewish 
tradition’s deep 

consideration of the 
immigrant, refugee 

and stranger. We have 
been the immigrant, the 
refugee, the stranger.  

Passover can remind us 
that our own freedom 
and redemption is not 
complete without the 

freedom of all humanity. 
We are pleased to offer 
this Study Guide and 
Seder Supplement to 
enhance discussions 
at your Seder and 

Shabbat table.

A STUDY GUIDE: Jewish Teachings About Immigrants and Refugees

Developed by Rabbi Shlomo Einhorn, Yavneh Academy           in partnership with JUDJ

Why does the Torah specifically instruct us to 
be kind to strangers? Aren’t we supposed to be 

kind to everyone?

Why is this commandment always related 
back to the Exodus from Egypt?

Why does the Torah need to repeat over and over 
again the need to treat strangers kindly?

For you know the soul of the stranger because you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt. 
Shemot 23:9

And you shall not mistreat a stranger, nor shall you 
oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.
Shemot 22:20

When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall 
not taunt him. The stranger who sojourns with you shall 
be as a native from among you, and you shall love him as 
yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. I am 
the Lord, your God. 
Vayikra 19:33-34

“I used to think that the most important line in the Bible was “Love your neighbour as yourself”. Then I 
realised that it is easy to love your neighbour because he or she is usually quite like yourself. What is 
hard is to love the stranger, one whose colour, culture or creed is different from yours. That is why the 
command, “Love the stranger because you were once strangers,”resonates so often throughout the Bible. 
It is summoning us now. 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks | The Guardian, September 6, 2015

We dedicate this curriculum to the memory of Nachum Inlender (z’l) a man who loved all of 
humanity. And, with this curriculum we honor the memory of the hundreds of European refugees 
who, as passengers of the MS St. Louis in 1939, were denied entry to the United States, who 
then perished in death camps during the holocaust. Because of this and similar experiences 
throughout our Jewish history, we understand and empathize with others who struggle.

The Almighty is the great makhnis orchim (welcomer of guests). 
God’s hospitality made it possible for humanity to exist... for the 
world to come into being. “To be” means to share in the Infinite 
being of the Almighty. The Almighty, like Abraham, invites people 
to partake of God’s boundless existence. Creation is an act of 
hakhnassat orchim (welcoming guests) ... we are just strangers 
whom the Almighty has invited into (the Divine) “tent”, which 
is the universe. How beautiful is the doctrine of timtzum, of 
contraction. What is creation if not withdrawal by God in order 

to make it possible for a world to emerge in space and time? lnfinity steps aside and 
finitude is bom. What is hakhnassat orchim if not withdrawal by the master from a part 
of his home so that a stranger can occupy the empty part he vacates? 
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik in Abraham’s Journey
eds. David Shatz, Joel B. Wolewolsky and Reuven Ziegler

Huna the son of Rav Yehushua said, ’It is obvious to me that 
the citizen of a city can prevent the citizen of another city 
[from immigrating to their city] but if they are included in the 
king’s taxes, they can’t prevent them...’ 
Talmud Bavli, Tractate Bava Batra, 21b

The Aviasaf wrote, “I saw in the explanation of Rabeinu Tam 
’if they are included in the king’s taxes,’ means that if they 
want to be included in the king’s taxes, to pay together with 
them and to carry the burden like the people of the city from 
here on in, they cannot prevent them, and they will be like the 
people of the city.
Mordechai, ad loc, sect. 517

A question to my lord and father the Rosh: A Jew who wants 
to go to a town to live there to earn money. And the people 
of the town say, “You are decreasing our livelihood,” and 
wish to distance them from their border. Answer: They cannot 
prevent them for the Talmud only talks about a person who 
lives in a different town and is coming to set up a mill or a 
store in a different place and they are not included in their tax, 
the citizens of that town can prevent them, but it is an obvious 
thing that a person can live wherever they want and the 
citizens of the town cannot prevent them, for did the original 
settlers acquire the land.
Tur, Choshen Mishpat, ch. 156
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“For you were strangers in Egypt”:

Jewish Teachings About 
Immigrants and Refugees

ְוַאֶּתם, ְיַדְעֶּתם ֶאת-ֶנֶפׁש 
ַהֵּגר-ִּכי-ֵגִרים ֱהִייֶתם, ְּבֶאֶרץ 

ִמְצָרִים

For you know the soul of the 
stranger because you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt. 
Shemot 23:9

ְוֵגר לֹא תֹוֶנה ְולֹא ִתְלָחֶצּנּו 
ִּכי ֵגִרים ֱהִייֶתם ְּבֶאֶרץ 

ִמְצָרִים.

And you shall not mistreat a 
stranger, nor shall you oppress 
him, for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt. 
Shemot 22:20

ְוִכי-ָיגּור ִאְּתָך ֵּגר ְּבַאְרְצֶכם 
לֹא תֹונּו ֹאתֹו. לד ְּכֶאְזָרח 
ִמֶּכם ִיְהֶיה ָלֶכם ַהֵּגר ַהָּגר 

ִאְּתֶכם ְוָאַהְבָּת לֹו ָּכמֹוָך ִּכי-
ֵגִרים ֱהִייֶתם ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים 

ֲאִני ה’ ֱאֹלֵקיֶכם

When a stranger sojourns with 
you in your land, you shall not 
taunt him. The stranger who 
sojourns with you shall be as a 
native from among you, and you 
shall love him as yourself; for 
you were strangers in the land of 
Egypt. I am the Lord, your God. 
Vayikra 19:33-34

Exploring 
the Texts

1. Why does the Torah 
specificaly instruct us to 
be nice to strangers? Aren’t 
we supposed to be nice to 
everyone?

2. Why is this 
commandment always 
related back to the Exodus 
from Egypt?

3. Why does the Torah 
need to repeat over and 
over again the need to treat 
strangers nicely?
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Are there any limitations to being able to prevent someone from another city moving into your city?

What’s the significance of paying the king’s tax? What would be the equivalent in today’s society?

What’s the main driving point of the abillity to ban others from moving into your city?
Is this relevant to today’s debate about immigration?

Do you think the 
Rambam understands 
the gemara in Gittin 
like the Ran or the 
Mordechai? Why?

we support the poor
Our Rabbis have taught:

of the non-Jew along with 
the poor of Israel, and visit 

the sick of the non-Jew 
along with the sick of Israel, 

and bury the poor of the 
non-Jew along with the 

dead of Israel, in the interest 
of peace.

-Talmud Bavli, Tractate Gittin, 61a 
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