
1Yavneh Beit Midrash

After Charlottesville 

Issue #2 of the Yeshivat Yavneh 
Shabbat Table Discussion Series

Dedicated by David and Gitel Rubin in 
honor of Bella Rubin who witnessed 

the worst human hatred in Hitler’s 
concentration camps and in the torture 
of Polish farmers. She survived to see an 

America built on hope.

Compiled by Rabbi Shlomo Einhorn, 
Dean and Rav of Yeshivat Yavneh

This Study Guide is prepared in 
collaboration with Jews United 
for Democracy and Justice 



2 After Charlottesville

כי ישראל הם מתאחדים על ידי בית המקדש 
שהיה להם; כהן אחד, מזבח אחד, ונאסרו 

הבמות, שלא היה פירוד וחלוק בישראל. והדבר 
הזה מבואר, ועוד יתברר בפרק שאחר זה. לכך 

בית המקדש על ידו הם אומה אחת שלימה. 
ומפני כך נחרב הבית בשביל שנאת חנם, שנחלק 

לבבם, והיו מחולקים, ולא היו ראוים למקדש 
אשר הוא התאחדות ישראל.

מהר"ל ספר נצח ישראל פרק ד

The Temple in Jerusalem represented the unity of Israel.
The Temple served to unify the people. They were unified
in one priest, one altar and, for that matter, only needed
one Temple. When the Jews engaged in causeless hate - the
antithesis of unity - the Temple no longer served a purpose
and the people of Israel no longer deserved to have it
standing. It was then that God destroyed it.
Maharal of Prague, Netzach Yisroel, Chap. 4

The consequences of the destruction of the second Temple were far worse than that of the destruction 
of the first Temple. During the period of the first Temple in Jerusalem, although the people of Israel 
sinned, they had good hearts and trusted in God. God destroyed the Temple because their actions 
were evil. During the period of the second Temple, although their actions were proper, God destroyed 
the Temple because their hearts were evil, which resulted in causeless hate. To worship God one must 
have a good heart.
Vilna Gaon in Biur Hagra on Agadda of Rami Bar Chama, Bava Batra

Let’s Explore the Sources

HATE

Returning hate for hate multiplies 
hate, adding deeper darkness to 
a night already devoid of stars. 
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; 
only light can do that. Hate cannot 
drive out hate; only love can do that.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Why was the Second Beit 
Hamikdash destroyed because of 

Baseless Hatred?



3Yavneh Beit Midrash

“Causeless hate” - If it’s causeless, why 
do we do it? The reason is that the 

ego stands between us and doesn’t 
let us see anything but ourselves. 

If I am egocentric, I feel only for 
myself and there is no room to feel 
for someone else. The presence of 

another individual threatens my 
space and becomes an interruption 

to my personal needs; therefore, I 
hate him.

Heychultzu, Rabbi Shalom Dov 
Boer of Lubavitch

Some people who hate others justify 
their behavior by claiming that they 
are lovers of truth and the person 
they hate is false. In fact, a love of 
truth that manifests itself in hate 
of others is only imaginary. None 
of us are completely “true,” yet we 
don’t hate ourselves for it. Where is 
our love of truth when it comes to 
ourselves?
Rebbe of Ozarov in Aish Dos, 
Shaar Kedushas Yisroel

If you will notice, most Mitzvot depend on love of mankind,
e.g. charity, tithes, business ethics, interest, etc. Most of the 
character traits of God, such as mercy, patience, kindness, and 
giving another person the benefit of the doubt, among others 
that we must emulate, depend on attitudes and feelings 
towards another person. That is why loving our fellow man is 
an essential rule of the Torah.
Shnei Luchos Habris, SHLAH, Letter Beis

If you are tempted to hate another individual, even if you feel it is a Mitzvah to 
hate a particular person, ask yourself the following question: Are you happy 
with his downfall? If the answer is yes, then God does not want your hate. In 
the final analysis, there is almost no justification for hate. The Torah says, “Do 
not hate your brother in your heart.” Those whom it is permissible to hate are 
almost non-existent. We should try to replace the emotion of hate with the 
virtue of love, which is a mitzvah of the Torah. There is no difference between 
this Mitzvah and the Mitzvah of Tefilin or Tzitzit and staying away from non-
kosher foods, except that the force of habit, which we have acquired from 
childhood, has reinforced these other Mitzvot. When it comes to the Mitzvah 
of love, our development has been reversed, as we learn to fight with other 
children, etc. We need only reverse our habits.
Sefer HaMidos, Dubnow Magid, Shaar Hasina, Chap. 4

Why does 
it always 

seem 
easier to 

hate than 
to love?

The 
Hypocrisy 

of Hate

Hate is the product of too much self-love.
Rav Kook, Toras Cohen, pg. 153 
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Let’s Explore the Sources

LOVE
Any love which depends upon an external factor ends 
when that factor ends, but a love that does not depend 
upon something external will last forever.
Pirkel Avos 5:16

כל אהבה שהיא תלויה בדבר בטל דבר בטלה אהבה 
ושאינה תלויה בדבר אינה בטלה לעולם

I always counsel young couples to concentrate 
on giving each other joy. The moment their focus 
shifts to taking and they begin demanding, the 
marriage begins to disintegrate. We think it is love 
that causes giving, because a person showers 
gifts and favors on the beloved. But there is 
another side to the argument. Giving may bring 
about love. We love what we have created or 
nurtured. We recognize in it part of ourselves. 
Whether it is a child we have brought into the 
world, an animal we have reared, a plant we have 
tended. or even something we have made or a 
house we have built - we love the work of our 
hands, for in it we find our true self. The love and 
affection that exists between man and wife are 
something remarkable in human psychology. 
Love arises between husband and wife because 
they complement each other. Alone, every 
person is incomplete and unable to carry out his 
or her proper function: as our Rabbis say, “He who 
has no wife ... is not a complete human being.” 
Together, a husband and wife complement each 
other, and by giving each other this completion, 
they come to love each other. On the principle we 
have already established: one who gives, loves.
R. Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu

Is there room for 
personal space in loving 
relationships?
Love is the union of the two lovers, until they 
become like one essence.
Rabbi Moshe Sofer, Chatam Soter, Gltln 91

ָהיּו ַהְּכֻרִבים ֹּפְרֵׂשי ְכָנַפִים ְלַמְעָלה ֹסְכִכים 
ְּבַכְנֵפיֶהם ַעל ַהַּכֹּפֶרת ּוְפֵניֶהם ִאיׁש ֶאל ָאִחיו 

ֶאל ַהַּכֹּפֶרת ִיְהיּו ְּפֵני ַהְּכֻרִבים:

And the Cherubim shall spread their wings 
above, sheltering the cover with their wings, 
and their faces shall be toward one another.
Exodus 25:20

כי רחימתין הוה עזיזא - אפותיא דספסירא 
שכיבן, השתא דלא עזיזא רחימתין - פוריא 

בר שיתין גרמידי לא סגי לן.

When our love was intense, we could sleep 
on the edge of a knife. Now that our love is not 
intense, even a 60- foot bed is not enough for us.
Sanhedrin 7a

Every movement, every glance, 
every thought, and every word can be 
infused with love.
Thích Nhat Hanh
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Let’s Explore the Sources

TOLERANCE

Even a father and a son or a teacher and a student who challenge 
each other in furious debate may reach the point that they become as 
enemies as they vigorously argue their points. However, if they both 
seek truth rather than glory, they will not depart from each other until 
they arrive at the truth and resume their genuine love and affection.
Kiddushin 30b

האב ובנו, הרב ותלמידו, 
שעוסקין בתורה בשער אחד 

נעשים אויבים זה את זה, ואינם 
זזים משם עד שנעשים אוהבים 

זה את זה

When God created the world, in His infinite wisdom He created conflict and controversy as part of 
its nature. The Almighty ordained that there must be tension and dissension in the world ·but it must 
be channeled into a positive force. The conflict God created can take place on the battlefield or at the 
discussion table. This is the choice of man.
Drashos Chasam Sofer, Vol. 1., Sermon for 7 Adar 1794

There is only one way to tell whether two people are arguing for the sake of Heaven or for their own 
sake. If at the end of the debate they love each other with complete heart and soul, then you can be sure 
that they are arguing for the sake of Heaven. If the argument results in hate then they are arguing for 
their own ego.
Yearos Dvash Lemberg edition, pg. 53

שאין דעתם דומה זה לזה, ואין פרצופיהן דומים זה לזה.
Just like there are no two faces that are exactly alike, so 
too there are not two opinions that are exactly alike.
Brachos 58a

לעולם תהא שמאל דוחה וימין מקרבת, לא כאלישע שדחפו 
לגחזי בשתי ידיו, ולא כיהושע בן פרחיה שדחפו לאחד 

מתלמידיו בשתי ידיו.
When one encounters wrong, one should push the 
person away with the left hand (the weaker hand} 
and pull him closer with the right hand (the 
stronger hand}. One should not act as did Rabbi 
Yehoshua ben Prachia who pushed away 
Jesus with both hands and caused him to 
rebel and begin a movement of his own.
Sotah 47a

Try it Yourself:
What happens when you 
push someone with both 

hands? What happens 
when you pull them with 

your right hand while 
pushing them with your 

left? 

Why would God create forces of conflict into creation? What positive things can come from that?

How can you lose an argument even if the other person eventually gives in?

I would not have you 
descend into your own 
dream. I would have you be 
a conscious citizen of this 
terrible and beautiful world.
Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between 
the World and Me
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Even in matters of Judaism, if one voices an heretical opinion, not in order to chide but to learn,
never tell him to remain silent, rather work to clarify the truth. One should allow the party to speak 
as much as he wants, for if one cuts him off he is weakening his own position. What strength are we 
showing if we don’t even give the opposition the right to talk?
Maharal, Beer HaGolah, chap. 7

שלש שנים נחלקו בית שמאי ובית הלל, הללו אומרים הלכה כמותנו והללו 
אומרים הלכה כמותנו. יצאה בת קול ואמרה: אלו ואלו דברי אלהים חיים הן, 
והלכה כבית הלל. וכי מאחר שאלו ואלו דברי אלהים חיים מפני מה זכו בית 

הלל לקבוע הלכה כמותן - מפני שנוחין ועלובין היו, ושונין דבריהן ודברי בית 
שמאי. ולא עוד אלא שמקדימין דברי בית שמאי לדבריהן.

For three years the school of Hillel and the school of Shamai debated. 
Each one claimed the Halacha should be decided according to them. 
Finally a Heavenly voice came forth and proclaimed, “Both Hillel and Shamai speak the words of the 
living God.” If they are both correct, why then do we follow the rulings of the school of Hillel? Because 
they were humble and kind, and because they always taught the rulings of the school of Shamai even 
before teaching their own rulings.
Eruvin 13a

לֹא ִתְׂשָנא ֶאת ָאִחיָך ִּבְלָבֶבָך הֹוֵכַח ּתֹוִכיַח ֶאת ֲעִמיֶתָך ְולֹא ִתָּׂשא ָעָליו ֵחְטא:
Do not hate your brother in your heart. You must admonish your 
neighbor, and not bear sin because of him.
Leviticus 19:17

The fact that we are brothers doesn’t change the situation. We are not 
dealing with how to divide an inheritance! The question is a practical one. 
Is it possible for us to work together without entering into compromises 
on fundamental issues? ... We’re not, G-d forbid, advocating division 
amongst the nation of Israel. If there is division, we would find it very 
painful. We want to be united with you but we don’t want to assimilate 
amongst you. Neither we nor you are willing for a moment to have 

complete unity. You are not prepared to understand us, to understand our inner drive…lt is worth saying 
to you how difficult and bitter it is for us to have an argument with our brothers. But the fact remains 
that, as long as you are what you are, and we are what we are, there is no other way. It will be of no 
benefit for us to talk together…Tolerance is a modern term. I can love my brother but not be tolerant of 
him. Can a son be tolerant to someone who insults his mother? Can a man be forgiving to
someone who hurts his wife or family?
Rabbi Yechlel Yaacov Weinberg, Seridei Aish, 1922

Isn’t deciding Halacha 
all about who is right 

and who is wrong? 
What should being nice 

have to do with it?

Painful 
Choices

How do you balance 
tolerance and love 
with the unending 
quest for truth and 

moral clarity?

“I must speak out of my heart about the manner of conflict taking place among the Jewish people. 
One camp publicizes its view in the newspapers with the signature of all of its backers. The other 
side does the same. One of them wrote, “the one with the most signatures wins,” and I say, the one 
with the most signatures is creating unnecessary conflict in Israel. All of Israel is burning like a fire 
as each side places more and more ads in the newspaper condemning its opposition. Even the holy 
land of Israel has become a subject of controversy. I don’t know who permitted all of these terrible 
sins. Everyone is sure that they are saying the truth and it is the other opinion which is creating 
the argument. This is a grave error! Because even if they are right they have no right to violate the 
Torah. So many mitzvot are being violated. No good can possibly come out of this. Right or wrong, 
they are creating a Chilul Hashem (desecration of God’s name). Twenty-four thousand students of 
Rabbi Akiva died in one month. Not because they argued, but because they argued improperly and 
caused a Chilul Hashem! Certainly each one of these giants felt they were right.”
Letter of Rabbi Yisroel Meir HaCohen, the Chofetz Chaim written in 1930, printed in Zchor 
LeMiriam, Jerusalem
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Let’s Explore the Sources

VIOLENCE 

It is forbidden to watch bullfights, because one is watching murder.
Avoda Zara 18b (according to the Bach)

תנאי היא, דתניא אין הולכין 
לאיצטדינן מפני שהן שופכי דמים.

Negative thoughts enter through the eye and influence the heart. Thus it 
is forbidden to look at the face of a wicked person (Megilah 28a). because 
the face exudes all the evil thoughts that are in his heart. By looking at 
him, they enter into one’s own heart. The opposite is true about looking in 
the face of a righteous person.
Rabbi Tzaddok HaKohein, Tzidkas Hatzadik 205

G-d forbid that one should go to these places where people delight in watching acts of cruelty to 
animals. This causes a person to acquire traits of cruelty and viciousness. He destroys his own soul, 
and he comes to do these acts himself. This has never been the portion of the Jewish people. It is a clear 
mitzvah to make known the prohibition of going to these places.
Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef on the permissibility of going to bullfights, Yechave Da’as 3:67

Watching violence in movies or in TV programs 
stimulates the spectators to imitate what they 

see much more than if seen live or on TV news. In 
movies, violence is filmed with perfect illumination, 
spectacular scenery, and in slow motion, making it 

even romantic. However, in the news, the public has 
a much better perception of how horrible violence 

can be, and it is used with objectives that do not 
exist in the movies.

- Steven Spielberg

Are there other pastimes you can think of that should be prohibited based on this reason?

What’s wrong with 
just watching?

 The Lord tests the righteous, but hates the wicked andה' ַצִּדיק ִיְבָחן ְוָרָׁשע ְוֹאֵהב ָחָמס ָׂשְנָאה ַנְפׁשֹו:
the one who loves violence.
Tehillim 11:5
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ואם לא תשלים עמך ועשתה עמך מלחמה - הכתוב מבשרך שאם לא תשלים 
עמך סופה להלחם בך אם תניחנה ותלך: ]ה"ק ואם לא תשלים עמך סופה 

שתעשה עמך מלחמה לכך וצרת עליה:[
If the neighboring nations [in the Land of Israel] do not want to make 
peace with you, you shall wage war. The Torah is telling us that if they 
don’t make peace you will eventually come to war with them if you 
leave them alone. [Therefore we are commanded to wage war to wipe 
them out first].
Rashi Devarim 20:12 with the insight of the Siftei Chachamim

כשצרין על עיר לתפשה, אין מקיפין אותה מארבע רוחותיה אלא משלש רוחותיה, 
ומניחין מקום לבורח ולכל מי שירצה להמלט על נפשו:

When laying siege to a city to capture it, it is forbidden to surround it on all 
four sides, but rather only on three sides, to leave a space open for anyone 
who wishes to flee to save their life.
Rambam Hilchot Melachim 6:7

Is violence always 
wrong?

Ethics of War

“When peace comes we will perhaps in time be able to forgive 
the Arabs for killing our sons, but it will be harder for us to 
forgive them for having forced us to kill their sons.”
Golda Meir

People mistakenly think that the Torah’s directive was to wipe out the Canaanites indiscriminately, in 
a cruel fashion. In truth, the Jews would have preferred that the nations never deserved punishment. 
That’s why the Canaanites were given many chances to accept peace terms. Even though abominable 
inhuman practice had been indoctrinated into the Canaanite psyche, the hope was that they’d change 
and accept the Seven Universal Laws of humanity.
- Rabbi Shraga Simmons, www.thoughtco.com: March 1, 2016

If the path of the peacemaker, of happiness, is being open and receptive and one with your experience, 
then settling the score is the path of making war, whereby aggression gives birth to aggression and 
violence gives birth to violence. Nothing is settled. Nothing is made even.
Pema Chodron 
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Let’s Explore the Sources

AN END TO HATRED  

To remember that which Amalek did to us, how he met us with 
evil. This commandment is meant for each and every age, to 
arouse the soul with words to combat him, and to summon 
human beings to hate him, so that the issue should not be 
forgotten, and that the hatred should not become weakened or 
lessened in their souls through the passage of time.
Rambam Sefer Hamitzvot 189

והמצוה הקפ”ט היא שצונו לזכור 
מה שעשה לנו עמלק מהקדימו להרע 

לנו ושנאמר זה בכל עת ועת ונעורר 
הנפשות במאמרים להלחם בו ונזרז העם 
לשנוא אותו עד שלא תשכח המצוה ולא 

תחלש שנאתו ותחסר מן הנפשות עם 
אורך הזמן. 

Thirteen years have passed since the end of the destruction. Since then, a 
silence has fallen upon the world that no one cares to disturb. The wicked
have succeeded in silencing the entire world from even mentioning the 
bloodshed they committed. Not only that, they have even managed to erase 
the memory from the hearts of Israel itself. This is not merely amnesia, but a 
profoundly cunning forgetfulness — for the sake of a few pennies of restitution. 
Each day the issue is forgotten further. It would not be surprising if in our very 

lives, our children and grandchildren will altogether deny that it ever happened. “Perhaps they killed a 
thousand Jews by accident in the course of the war, and this foolish old man has confused a thousand 
with tens of thousands, confused adults with children, and an accident for intentional murder.”
Rabbi Michoel Dov Weissmandel; Introduction Min Hametzar, 1958

On the other hand...

What is the 
purpose

of remembering 
evil?

The grandchildren [descendants] of Sisera studied Torah 
in Jerusalem, the grandchildren of Sancheriv taught 
Torah in public, the grandchildren of Haman studied 
Torah in Bnei Brak.
Sanhedrin 96b

מבני בניו של סיסרא למדו תורה 
בירושלים, מבני בניו של סנחריב לימדו 

תורה ברבים, מבני בניו של המן למדו 
תורה בבני ברק.

The fact that the children of these wicked men converted to Judaism and taught 
Torah in public is an incredible thing. Understand, though, that individuals such 
as these, who are extremely wicked, have great power. Such great power must be 
derived from the supernal power of G-d; only in these men, it is impure. However, 
when their descendents convert, this power is purified. Therefore they were 
among the great teachers of Torah. It is impossible to be otherwise, for such great 
power must come from G-d, and therefore must have a kernel of holiness. Even though in the father the 
holiness was overwhelmed by the impurity, in the children, it can be purified. 
Maharal, Netzach Yisrael

Converting 
Evil to Good
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The quality of love that dwells in 
the souls of Tzadikim embraces the 
entire creation. Absolutely nothing is 
excluded — no nation or language. Even 
Amalek is not meant to be wiped out 
except from “under the heaven.” But 
with purification, he rises to the source 
of good which is above heaven, and 
everything is included in the supernal 
love. However, one needs great power 
and purity for this unique level.
Rabbi A.Y. Kook, Mussar Avicha

There was an outlaw living in the neighborhood of Rabbi 
Meir who used to persecute him. Rabbi Meir wanted 
to pray that he should die. “What are you thinking?” 
his wife Bruria asked. “Because it is written, ‘and all the 
wickedness shall be consumed from the earth’ (Psalms 
104:35). Is it written ‘wicked’? The word ‘wickedness’ is 
written. Furthermore, look at the end of the verse, ‘and the 
evil-doers will be no more.’ Since wickedness will cease, 
then evildoers will be no more. You should pray that he 
repent.” Rabbi Meir prayed for him, and he repented.
Brachos 10a

The Torah must warn us in many places not to forget 
Amalek, because if it wasn’t for these admonitions, even 
though he did evil to Israel, it would be a positive trait not 
to remember the old hatred, but only to do good to him. 
Thus, the Torah must warn us not to do so with Amalek, 
not to have compassion upon him. Therefore my brothers, 
learn what is good, not to harbor hatred, rather to help 
one’s enemy, which is only proper according to human 
values and the principles of the Torah. This is the pride 
of Israel, that they do not perpetuate hatred. Thus, their 
characters will be upright, that by disposition they will 
neither hate nor seek revenge.
Rabbi Yonasan Eibeshutz, Yaros Devash Drush 10

הנהו בריוני דהוו בשבבותיה דרבי מאיר והוו 
קא מצערו ליה טובא, הוה קא בעי רבי מאיר 

רחמי עלויהו כי היכי דלימותו. אמרה ליה 
ברוריא דביתהו: מאי דעתך? - משום דכתיב: 

גיתמו חטאים, מי כתיב חוטאים? חטאים כתיב! 
ועוד, שפיל לסיפיה דקרא: ורשעים עוד אינם, 

כיון דיתמו חטאים - ורשעים עוד אינם? אלא, 
בעי רחמי עלויהו דלהדרו בתשובה - ורשעים 
עוד אינם. בעא רחמי עלויהו והדרו בתשובה.

Bruria understood that there is no sinner in the entire world who would not choose the path of good 
over the path of evil, except that his evil inclination forces him and deceives him. Therefore, he is 
unfortunate that he goes in the way of evil. Still, there is no person who is entirely corrupt, and who 
would not be helped by proper education and wise admonition, whether a little or a lot.
Rav Abraham Isaac Kook; Ain HaAyeh, Brachos

As long as the annals of humanity cover the memory of the heroes of the sword with glory, as long as 
those that throttle and murder the happiness of mankind are not buried in oblivion, so long
will each successive generation look up in worship to these “great ones” of violence and force, and their
memory will awaken the desire to emulate these heroes, and acquire equal glory by equal violence 
and force. Never forget your calling as Israel and your mission as Israel in the world. Never feel envious 
of the laurel wreaths which a deluded world weaves to crown the memory of successful victorious 
wreckers of human happiness. Never forget the tear-soaked soil out of which the laurel grew for such 
wreaths. Forget this not, when you yourself have to suffer under Amalek’s coarseness and power. Keep 
upright! Keep your humaneness and respect for that which is right even as your G-d has taught you. 
That is where the future lies, humaneness and justice will remain the victors over brutality and force, 
and you yourself are sent to proclaim that victory and that future by your fate and example, and to be a 
co-worker in bringing it about. Lo Tishkach. Forget it not, and so that you do not forget it, zachor, refresh 
from time to time your remembrance of Amalek and of that which is told you of its future.
Rav Hirsch Commentary on Chumash, Shemot 17:14, Devarim 25:17

If you only read the books that everyone else is reading, you can only think what 
everyone else is thinking. - Haruki Murakami, Norwegian Wood
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Let’s Explore the Sources

1 WORLD; 1 HEART   

A person should pray for the peace of the entire world, and to 
feel the pain of others.
Rabbeinu Yona to Avos  3:2

זה הענין ר"ל שיש לאדם להתפלל על 
שלום כל העולם ולהצטער על צער של 

אחרים.

Is loving the nations of the world a goal unto itself or a means to a greater goal?

One must desire the spiritual and physical success of the members of general society, and hatred 
should be reserved for the evil of the world. It is impossible to reach the level of “thanking the Lord, and 
proclaiming his wonders to the nations” without a deep-rooted, internal and innate love of the nations 
of the world, and a burning desire to improve their lives and well-being.
Rav Avraham Yitzchok Hacohen Kook

A Jew is required to be universal, to care and concern with all the inhabitants of 
the world. This is the basis for Rav Yochanan ben Zachai’s directive to always greet 
everyone on the street pleasantly, including non-Jews. If there is to be judgement 
meted out to the nations of the world, that’s a different thing, but even then a Jew 
can never feel victorious at the downfall of the nations of the world. Therefore we 
must feel the pain of the victims of the earthquake [in Japan in 1923, resulting in 
over 140,000 deaths]. 
Rav Yechazkel Levenstein, Ohr Yechezkel p. 147

Converting 
Evil to Good

The greatness of our Forefathers was that 
besides for their infinite righteousness 
and love of God, they were additionally 
proper that they were involved with the 
nations of the world, even the lowest of 
idol worshippers. They loved all people 
and were concerned for their welfare, 
and the upkeep of the world, regardless of 
the people’s spiritual level. We see this in 
how much Avraham prayed to save the 

people of Sedom, even though he was disgusted with them and 
their evil ways, as is evident in Avraham’s interactions with their 
king; nevertheless he wanted them to survive.
Haemek Davar, Introduction to Bereishis

וזה היה שבח האבות שמלבד שהיו 
צדיקים וחסידים ואוהבי ה’ באופן היותר 

אפשר. עוד היו ישרים. היינו שהתנהגו 
עם אוה”ע אפי’ עובדי אלילים מכוערים. 

מכל מקום היו עמם באהבה וחשו 
לטובתם באשר היא קיום הבריאה. 

כמו שאנו רואים כמה השתטח אברהם 
אבינו להתפלל על סדום. אע”ג שהיה 
שנא אותם ואת מלכם תכלית שנאה 

עבור רשעתם כמבואר במאמרו למלך 
סדום. מכל מקום חפץ בקיומם.

Loving and 
caring for 

others even 
when you 

disapprove of 
their ways
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צדק צדק תרדוף. ע”ד הפשט: יזהיר שיצדק האדם במעשיו 
ובדבריו, כי אלה הם הדברים שאפשר לו לאדם להרע לעצמו 

ולאחרים, ועל כן בא כפל הלשון, וכל הצודק בדבריו אות 
ומופת על צדקת מעשיו, ועל כן ראוי לכל אחד ואחד מישראל 
שיצדק בדבור ובמעשה, כענין שכתוב: )צפניה ג, יג( “שארית 

ישראל לא יעשו עולה ולא ידברו כזב”. או ידבר הכתוב עם 
האנשים אשר להם הריב ויזהיר אותן לרדוף אחרי הצדק, הן 

לריוח הן להפסד, וזהו כפל הלשון.
A person has to be righteous in his actions and words, 
because that’s how a person can harm himself or 
others, and if a person is righteous in how they speak 
it’s a good indication that he is righteous in his actions 
as well.
Rabbeinu Bechaye Devarim 16:20

Everybody is identical in their secret unspoken belief 
that way deep down they are different from everyone 
else.
David Foster Wallace, Infinite Jest
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