
A call to action
break off every yoke

AFTER CHARLOTTESVILLE

As you prepare for the High Holy Days, please 
consider the Jewish tradition’s deep consideration of 

peace, tolerance and redemption. 
We have faced hate and cruelty. We have been the 

immigrant, the refugee, the stranger. 

Reflecting on recent events in Charlottesville and 
around the world, we are reminded that we must act 

where we see evil and injustice. 
We cannot stay silent.

It is our pleasure to offer this Study Guide to enhance 
discussions and give you food for throughout this 

season and the New Year.

May it be a year of justice.

A study Guide: Jewish teachings On Hate, Love, tolerance and Violence A tHOuGHt piece tO enHAnce tHe HiGH HOLy dAys

Sources provided by Rabbi Shlomo Einhorn, Yavneh Academy           in partnership with JUDJ Prepared by Jews United for Democracy & Justice

The High Holy Days offer a special time 
for soulful reflection.  On Rosh Hashanah, 
according to the Talmud (Rosh Hashanah 
16a), all of humanity passes before God in 
judgment.   Each of us has a choice: we can 
float through the High Holidays by rote or we 
can hear the Shofar’s blast as a call to action. 
On Yom Kippur, we beg forgiveness for our 
sins.  What are the trespasses from which we 
seek a pardon?  

Each of us can choose to be inspired to look 
inward and evaluate our own behavior.  
How have we treated others this year?  Have 
we exhibited hateful behavior? Have we 
observed others acting hatefully and hurtfully, 
and if so, what action did we take to protect 
the “other” and to voice our opposition? 

Jews United for Democracy and Justice 
was formed this year in response to certain 
actions  taken by the current Administration 
that threatened American Constitutional  and 
democratic values and which run counter 
to our Jewish values.  The independence of 
the judiciary has been seriously threatened, 
the free press has been viciously maligned, 
immigrants and refugees have been the 
targets of attack and contempt, and we 
have observed epic levels of dangerous 
ethnic, religious and racial hate speech and 
violence, as best exemplified by the events in 
Charlottesville.
  
JUDJ offers this supplement to facilitate 
thoughtful soul-searching and to stimulate 
your thinking about our responsibilities as 
Jews and as Americans as we embark on a 
New Year.

In the wake of the events of Charlottesville, and in keeping with the reflective spirit of the High Holy 
Days, these questions from the Talmud could not be more timely.

“If i am not for myself who will be for me? If I am only for myself who am I?”
In Charlottesville, we heard anti-Semitic and racist shouts and saw torches, reminiscent of the pogroms 
of Eastern Europe, Krystallnacht in Germany, and the horrific violence and lynchings in the American 
South. Lutheran Pastor Martin Niemoller who was interned at Dachau wrote words that provide a 
direct response to these Talmudic questions: 
 

First they came for the Communists, and I did not speak out —
 Because I was not a Communist. 

Then they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out — 
 Because I was not a socialist. 

Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out — 
 Because I was not a trade unionist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out — 
 Because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me — and there was no one left to speak out for me. 

“If not now, when?”

This is the fast I desire: to unlock the fetters of wickedness and unite the cords of the 
yoke to let the oppressed go free; to break off every yoke. Isaiah 58 5-6

If I am not for myself who will be for me? If I am only for myself who am I ? If not now, when?

if not now, when? 
Talmud: Pirke Avot 1:14

arouse the soul!

Rabbi Harold M. Schulweis, of blessed memory, taught that prayer alone, without action and effort 
“segregates Godliness from the world”.  He wrote: “Prayer is to be redeemed from routinized rhetoric.  It must 
involve human agency, human competence...Prayer that places the burden [solely] on God substitutes words 
for work.  In Hebrew, prayer is called ‘avodah’ which means ’work’.  Prayer is not a surrogate for choice and 
activity. Prayer inspires us to work, to transform, to elevate the human spirit, to praise the Divine attributes 
which are to be emulated.” 

Is it ever permitted to hate? Can you love someone if you 
disapprove of their ways?

Does the Torah want us to be concerned 
with the welfare of the world?

A person should pray for the peace of the entire world, 
and to feel the pain of others. 
Rabbeinu Yona to Avos 3:2

The Lord tests the righteous, but hates the wicked and 
the one who loves violence.
Tehillim 11:5

Just like there are no two faces that are exactly alike, so 
too there are no two opinions that are exactly alike. 
Brachos 58a

Some people who hate others justify their behavior by claiming that they are lovers of truth and the 
person they hate is false. In fact, a love of truth that manifests itself in hate of others is only imaginary. 
None of us are completely “true”, yet we don’t hate ourselves for it. Where is our love of truth when it 
comes to ourselves?
Rebbe of Ozarov in Aish Dos, Shaar Kedushas Yisroel

“Causeless hate” - If it’s causeless, why do we do it? The reason is that the ego stands between us 
and doesn’t let us see anything but ourselves. If I am egocentric, I feel only for myself and there is no 
room to feel for someone else. The presence of another individual threatens my space and becomes an 
interruption to my personal needs; therefore, I hate him.
Heychultzu, Rabbi Shalom Dov Boer of Lubavitch

The quality of love that dwells in the souls of Tzadikim 
embraces the entire creation. Absolutely nothing is excluded 
— no nation or language. Even Amalek is not meant to 
be wiped out except from “under the heaven.” But with 
purification, he rises to the source of good which is above 
heaven, and everything is included in the supernal love. 
However, one needs great power and purity for this unique 
level.

Rabbi A.Y. Kook, Mussar Avicha

To remember that which Amalek did to us, how he met us with 
evil. This commandment is meant for each and every age, to 
arouse the soul with words to combat him, and to summon 
human beings to hate him, so that the issue should not be 
forgotten, and that the hatred should not become weakened or 
lessened in their souls through the passage of time.
Rambam Sefer Hamitzvot 189

The grandchildren [descendants] of Sisera studied Torah in 
Jerusalem, the grandchildren of Sancheriv taught Torah in 
public, the grandchildren of Haman studied Torah in Bnei Brak.
Sanhedrin 96b

The fact that the children of these wicked men converted to Judaism and taught Torah in public is an 
incredible thing. Understand, though, that individuals such as these, who are extremely wicked, have 
great power. Such great power must be derived from the supernal power of G-d, only in these men, it 
is impure. However, when their descendents convert, this power is purified. Therefore they were among 
the great teachers of Torah. It is impossible to be otherwise, for such great power must come from G-d, 
and therefore must have a kernel of holiness. Even though in the father the holiness was overwhelmed 
by the impurity, in the children, it can be purified.
Maharal, Netzach Yisrael

We dedicate this teaching to the memory 
of Dr. Lawrence Neinstein, husband, 
father, grandfather, friend, medical 
doctor and cantor, whose voice helped 
us to celebrate and reflect in equal 
measure and whose life exemplified the 
best of Jewish and American values.

Jews United for Democracy & Justice (JUDJ) is a broad coalition of Los Angeles Jews committed to upholding the principles of democracy, 
justice, and equality that anchor the American ideal as well as our Jewish history, law and values. JUDJ speaks with a Jewish voice, insisting on 
issues bearing on justice and freedom for all in the challenging times we face. For more information about JUDJ and to support our work, please 
go to www.judjla.org, or write to us at info@judj.org.

This High Holiday “thought piece” was developed for JUDJ by Tobi Inlender & Janice Kamenir-Reznik.
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Can Evil Be Redeemed?

The Hypocrisy of Hate
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Now is the time to stay informed. 
Now is the time to vigilantly identify and speak out against speech and actions 

that denigrate others and violate our most deeply held values.
Now is the time to ensure that our High Holy Day prayers inspire us to emulate 

Godliness, to act justly and to boldly respond to hate.

1 2 3

from hate,
we rise up.


